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The approach to Mmanagement at Aruba's Bucuti Beach Resort is not only to invest in the
latest technologies ang €quipment to help protect the environment, but also to set standards

of environmenta| stewardship that wil| influence hoteliers in the Caribbean region and beyond,

The resort's environmental ethos js due to the vision of Ewald Biemans, developer, owner
and manager of Bucuti, who has always been passionate on the issue, long before it
became ‘fashionable: Through his example and leadership, he has instilled his concern for
nature and its preservation throughout the organization. Responsible environmental
practice is a priority for all staff and they all| participate in the programme.

All 58 rooms and five suites at Bucuti Beach
are equipped with Separate waste bins for
recycling, energy saving lamps and water
saving toilets, shower heads and taps. All
the water used in showers, sinks and baths
is collected in the grey water recycling
system, irradiated by powerful yltra violet
(uv) lamps to eliminate bacteria and then
re-used to irrigate the grounds. The gardens
are planted with species indigenous to
Aruba and are clearly identifieq for visitors,

treatment plant for re-use by businesses
and the two golf courses on the islang.

Electricity use has been reduced from 239
kWh/guest night in December 2003 to 22.1
kWh/guest night in December 2004, dye
largely to the installation of 3 new high
efficiency air—conditioning unit in the Tara
Wing. Similar units are being installed in the
main wing and in the offices.

Ewald establisheq an environmenta|
committee within the Aruba Hotel and
Tourism Association over ten years ago.
Through it, he has enlisted experts to
conduct seminars and create other
educational opportunities for his colleagues
within tourism so they can learn how to

be environmentally responsible. He is also

a frequent visitor to the Ministry of Tourism
where he lobbijes government for a dedicated
effort to preserve Aruba's environment for
future generations by changing and
enforcing Aruba's |aws.

The island receives minimal rainfall anqd all
water has to be desalinated from the ocean.
Although there is no shortage and the
quality is excellent, the desalination process
is costly, €nergy-intensive and the
environmenta| impacts need to be carefully
Managed, so there are good reasons for not
wasting it. Fach day, water consumption is
logged by the chief engineer on 3
spreadsheet and calculated against
o0Ccupancy. Any daily fluctuations in usage
can identify a leak or plumbing problem.
Water use (including the laundry and the
pool) in December 2003 was 484 litres per
guest night. compared with 508 litres per
guest night in December 1998. All public
and back-of-hoyse areas have faucet valves
requiring a lever to be activated before
water is released to prevent leaks or wastage
from leaving the tap running. Waste water
from the toilets flows to the government

Beyond the island, Ewald has spoken at
environmental conferences and events
throughout the Caribbean for the Caribbean
Hotel Association and, most recently, for the
Dutch Government during a conference in
Trinidad and Tobago in 2004. He also sits on
the board for the National Park of Aruba
which covers 250, of the islang.

moreinformation Susan Biemans tel: +1 297 583 1100 emaijl: susan@bucuti.com web:
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www.bucuti.com/en/about_us

Winner of many environmental awards,

Bucuti Beach Resort i

s frequently used as a

best practice example for other resorts in

the Caribbean, includin

of large chains, Tours

of the resort focusing

on its environmenta| programmes are
frequently given to staff from other resort
hotels in Aruba ang groups of students,

Bucuti is a major sponsor of Aruba's Sea

Turtle Foundation and

Aruba's chapter of

Widecast, 3 network involved in sea turtle

protection. The resort

also sponsors the

island’s Reef Care Foundation.

Guests are inviteq to participate in the
resort's water and €nergy-saving

programmes, monthly

beach clean-ups,

back-of-hoyse tours with green team
members and focuys group meetings.
They reqularly send in plaudits
expressing their enthusiasm for Bucuti's

environmenta| efforts.
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